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WELCOME BACK, STRIVE STUDENTS!
As you start your Spring 2018 semester, we’d like to 

share with you a message from the President of Holyoke 
Community College, Dr. Christina Royal. “Welcome back to 
Holyoke Community College! We are so happy you chose to 
further your education here. Education is a transformative 
process, and the journey is just as valuable as the outcome. I 
encourage you to stay connected with the STRIVE team, and 
utilize the available resources to assist you in reaching your 
goals. We are here to help you succeed! "

Thank you, Dr. Royal! And also thanks to all of the 
STRIVE students who joined us for STRIVE Program Day on 
January 12: we are so happy to welcome our new students to 
the STRIVE program! For all new and returning students, don’t 
forget to set up an appointment with your STRIVE counselor 
early in the semester. 

We are gearing up for a great semester! Check out the 
dates below for opportunities to help us recruit new STRIVE 
students, learn about scholarship and transfer opportunities, 
get financial aid help, and of course, join in STRIVE’s monthly 
Social Hour!
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Now is the time to set 
yourself up for success 
this semester: STRIVE 
continues to offer our 
students the opportunity 
for weekly appointments 
with learning coaches, 
math tutors, and writing 
tutors to help you meet 
your goals this semester. 
Contact Raisa to get 
started. 

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM!
@STRIVE_TRIO_HCC
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STRIVE’s February Social Hour will be 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 from 11-12:00pm 
in DON368 

The priority deadline for MassTransfer 
is March 1, 2018! Come to one of our 
transfer workshops to make sure 
you’ve got everything you need! 
Workshops will be held on Monday, 
Feb. 12 from 11-12:00pm in DON252, 
and also Thursday, Feb. 15 from 
1:00-2:00pm, location TBA.

Don’t forget that Monday, Feb. 19 is 
President’s Day, and the campus will 
be closed.  

Tuesday, February 20 classes will 
follow a Monday class schedule. 

Scholarship workshops will be held 
Monday, March 5 from 11:00-12:00 in 
KC420, and Thursday, March 8 from 
1:00-2:00 in KC220. For students 
interested in applying for 
scholarships in March, please note 
that your 2018-2019 FAFSA needs to 
be completed prior to applying! 

If you need help with your FAFSA or 
have other financial aid questions, 
check out the following link for a list of 
Financial Aid Labs you can attend 
this month, on Feb. 9, Feb. 13, Feb. 
19, and Feb. 28. https://www.hcc.edu/
tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-
apply/financial-aid-labs

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT 
STRIVE! Come help us out at our 

upcoming tabling events!

These events are a great way to inform the HCC 
community about STRIVE and all the great services 
we provide. Word of mouth is our greatest 
advertisement: come help us out at one of our 
tabling events next week. Contact Denise Roy at 
droy@hcc.edu to sign up. 

Monday, Feb. 5 from 9:30-12:20 in DON240
Tuesday, Feb. 6 from 10:00-12:00 in FRONAHUE 
(“The Pod”)
Wednesday, Feb. 7 from 8:30-12:00 in FROST 
(second floor, in front of the Welcome Center)
Thursday Feb. 8 from 9:00-12:00 in the FPA Lobby

mailto:droy@hcc.edu
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
https://www.hcc.edu/tuition-and-aid/financial-aid/how-to-apply/financial-aid-labs
mailto:droy@hcc.edu


STRIVE NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2018

Meet STRIVE’s Tutors and 
Learning Coaches!

Amy DiCaprio is a Professional Writing Tutor who joined the STRIVE team in 
2016. She also writes the STRIVE newsletter. She loves teaching and 
tutoring, and is a lifelong learner. “Do not be afraid to ask for help. Nobody 
gets through college on their own.” -Michelle Obama

Louise Hurwitz is returning to the STRIVE community as 
a Learning Coach. She was the STRIVE Program Counselor and Program 
Manager ten years ago. “Coming back to STRIVE feels like home. I know 
that the STRIVE program is the best place for students to get the kind of 
support they need to be successful. I’m thrilled to be a part of it again and 
look forward to meeting all of you.” 

This is Glenn Yarnell’s first semester as a Learning Coach with STRIVE. 
He has been a teacher and a tutor for many years. “I love seeing 
students have the ‘a-ha’ moment when pieces click together.”

Nancy Nelkin has been working with STRIVE since 
2004. “I enjoy meeting students and supporting them to do their best at 
HCC. I love to see students grow and use their newfound skills to be more 
independent and successful.” “Discipline is remembering what you wanted.”
-David Campbell

Tina Lengieza is a peer writing tutor for STRIVE. She has been with STRIVE, 
both as a student and then a tutor, since 2009. "Permanence, perseverance, 
and persistence in spite of all obstacles, discouragements, and impossibilities: it 
is this that in all things that distinguishes the strong soul from the weak." 
Thomas Carlyle
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Will Puckett has been working with the STRIVE Program since 2015 as a 
student, and for one semester as staff and tutor. “I love taking what I 
learned as a student and sharing it with our STRIVE students, hopefully 
making their journey a little easier.” 

Oscar Vidal Rubio has been a peer math tutor for STRIVE since 2016. He 
enjoys helping fellow students build their confidence in math. “Life is a math 
equation. In order to gain the most, you have to know how to convert the 
negatives into positives.” 

Aida is a Professional Math Tutor.  "I'm so proud to be part of 
the STRIVE family and helping students in Math and Statistics 
both in English and Spanish.  I find it very special to have the 
opportunity to be part of their life as a HCC student.  Welcome 
back STRIVE students to the 2018 Spring semester!" 

Carole Schweid has been a Learning  Coach for STRIVE since Spring of 
2017. Carole enjoys working and supporting STRIVE students 
accomplish goals and fulfill their academic needs.   

Niklas Stenlund has been a STRIVE Peer Math Tutor since Fall 2017.  Niklas 
has been a wonderful addition to the STRIVE team.  His patience and support 
is demonstrated throughout his ongoing dedication and commitment to student 
success.  

We are all looking forward to working with you!  
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______________________________________ 

Sending out wishes for a very Happy 
Valentine’s Day, from all of us at STRIVE.  
As we celebrate love, in all of its forms, 
don’t forget to take the time to love 
yourself this semester!  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 
STRIVE STUDENTS WHO WERE ON 
THE DEAN’S LIST IN FALL 2017!  

Yarellys Nicole Barreto
Darren M Boulrice
Shayla Elan Burton
Maranyelie Canales
Jack Chen
Gabriel A Cifuentes
Sara Clausell
Sara Mae Darbyshire
Joseph Frederick Davis
Feifei Dong
Mireida Patricia 
Fernandes
Kurt Randall Fiorentino
Mark Anthony Fleming Jr

Theodora Frimpong
Weam M Isam
Rachael Lucia Larriu
Jessica Lynn Leary
Ashley Lewis
Nelson Enrique Luciano
Jared Allen McPherson
Matthew Medina
Danissa Virgen 
Montanez
Veronica Grace Moore
Robert Richard Motley
Omar Mustafa
Felicita Ann Nieves
Rosely Nunez

Theresa Mary Oxley
Lindsey Jean Pare
Nykesha Marie Perez
Yuliya Putsykovich
Manuel Steven Puyen
Kaylynne Marie Rivera
Kiana Lee Rodriguez
Silvette Marie Roman
Tessa J Roy
Soraya Sullivan
Margaret Sullivan
David Vickers
Krista Lynn Walder
Whitney-Marie Mechelle 
Washington
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